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visions is thus described, word for word: " Similarly there
is also to be seen the so-called tube, the origin of the prevail-
ing wind. You will see on the disk of the sun something
like a hanging tube. And towards the western regions it is
as though a ceaseless east wind were blowing. But when the
lot falls to the other wind towards the eastern regions, you
will see the turning of the face in a similar way in that direc-
tion/' The Greek word for tube av\6s means a wind instru-
ment, and in the connexion avXos na^ys in Homer it is a
" jet of blood through the tube of the nostril". Apparently
a stream of wind is blowing through the tube out of the sun.
The vision of my patient of the year 1906, and the Greek
text first edited in 1910, should be sufficiently separated for
the possibility of a cryptamnesia on his side, and of thought
transference on mine to be excluded.. The obvious parallelism
of the two visions cannot be denied, but the assertion might
be made that it was a purely accidental similarity. In that
case we should expect the vision to have no kind of connexion
with analogous ideas nor any inner meaning. This expecta-
tion is not justified, for mediaeval art has actually pictured
this tube as a sort of hose-pipe which in the conceptio immacu-
lata reaches from Heaven under the robe of Mary. In it the
Holy Ghost flies down in the form of a dove for the fecunda-
tion of the Virgin. In the original representation the Holy
Ghost is, as we can see in the miracle of Pentecost, a mighty
wing, the pneuma, " the wind that bloweth where it listeth."
Animo descensus per orbem solis tribuitur: " It is true of
the spirit that it descends through the orb of the sun." This
conception is common to the whole of late classical and
mediaeval philosophy.
I cannot discover therefore anything accidental, but simply
the re-vivification of representations in these visions, or more
strictly, the possibilities of such existing from ancient times,
and reappearing in the most diverse minds of widely separated
epochs.
I have gone into the details of this case in order to give

